Annual Industry Meeting

The American Sheep Industry Annual Meeting was held in Scottsdale, Arizona from January 25 - January 28, 2012. The annual meeting brought together over 400 sheep farmers, ranchers, feeders and lamb and wool industry specialists.  The meeting’s theme was “Grow Our Flock” which showed a significant focus nationally to increase numbers of sheep, increase numbers of new producers and increase market opportunities in the American sheep industry.

Many excellent committee meetings were held discussing changing government policies, updates on health issues related to sheep, increasing flock genetic potential for meat and wool production, innovations in wool technology and new marketing ideas.  Two very important topics were federal government regulations on the Payette National Forest with respect to domestic sheep and Bighorn sheep grazing, and the use of Industry funded “Superwash” technology in American wool products.

A significant portion of the US Sheep Industry uses Federal lands for grazing.  The Federal Government has heavily restricted grazing in some areas due to potential issues with Bighorn Sheep habitat.  Current legislation has postponed any reduction in grazing areas pending scientific data to prove this conflict.  Reduction in grazing areas would significantly reduce sheep numbers in western states and also reduce the Nation’s total sheep flock.  A dramatic reduction in sheep numbers would hurt the ability for American Sheep and Wool to compete with other products.  A complete explanation of this issue can be found at: www.sheepusa.org.

“Superwash” is a process by which wool is processed to enable the final product to be machine washable.  The American Sheep Industry recently invested in “Superwash” technology at a South Carolina wool processing facility.  This investment allows American garment companies, specifically Sock companies like Wigwam Mills to get a complete American product from shearing to processing to knitting, so they’re “Made in the USA”.  Wool Socks made from this “Superwash” technology are machine washable, have natural insulative and moisture “wicking” properties and are specifically marketed to the US Military due to wool’s comfort and fire resistant nature.

Another addition to the ASI National Convention was an “Emerging Entrepreneurs Committee.” The program was geared toward young and new sheep producers.  The program was focused on new sheep business issues and upcoming issues in animal agriculture.  It serves as a way to get new and young sheep producers in the business.

The meeting was very informative and all members are encouraged to attend.  Next year’s meeting is scheduled for January 2013 in San Antonio, Texas.

